1096  Employment Brokers.

furiher. We get a ride to the raceconrse
on .the Government railways for 2s. #d.,
along what is really a threepenny trip.
We have to pay the totalisator tax. Now
we ae to have a tax on iobacconists.
Tobacco is one of the most heavily taxed
«commedities in the State to-day. The
amount of the tax is three times the value
of the article itself. Yet the Government
Jave decided on that tobacco tax. Then
there is the brokevs and land agents’ tax.
T regard this as “a bob in.” Tt is more
than sixpence. Considering what the
Jand agents have done—what Ssmmers,
‘Crick, Willis and others have done—1
think we can impose this tax. Cense-
quently I shall support it. Then again
we arve fo have a tax on bankd. T am of
opinion that the banks can wvery well
afford to pay the tax. And I am going
10 sopport that tax, if only to get even
with them for the half-guinea chavged
me each half-year for keeping my pwor
little account. I am convineed that the
‘Government have ahsolutely failed to ad-
vance the agricultural progress of this
State, and that we as a State, and Anstra-
lia as a whole, must absolutely rely on the
agrienltural progress. That progress can
only be made by a solid land tax,
with some stringent measores in regard
to linlding unused land. TUntil the Gov-
ernment have introdnced that lasd tfax.
until they have fairly attempted (o grap-
ple with the ¢uestion of land caltivation,
ihey are certainly not likely to advanece
ihe progress of this State.
Progress reported.

BILL—EMPLOYMENT BROKERS.

Received from the Legislative Council
and read a first time.

Hoause adjourned at 11.34 pm.
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The 1’RLSIDENT took the Chair at
43¢ p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY, NORTHAM SERVICE.
Hon. . THROSSELL asked the Col-

onial Becretary: In view of the large

amount of new setilement in the coun-
try North of Northam, and the cunse-
quent demand for water, will the Gov-
ernment give early consideration fo the

.devising of some plan for supplying the

settlers with water from the Conleardie
maing on more satisfactory conditions
than now obtain, and so afford encour-
agement to further settlement? '

The COLOXNTAL SECRETARY re-
plied: The Government ave prepared to
give eonsideration to any proposition
that will enable these extensions to be
carricd out without luss to the State.
‘The anlyv alternative proposal to a guar-
antee of consumption enuivaleni to 10
per cent, on the capital cost of an ex-
tension yet suggested, is the introduction
of legislation enabling a rate to . e
struck on all egricvltural lands served
by a branch main, which has not been
favourahly received.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.

1, Bridgetown-Wilgarrup Railway: 2,
Land and Income Tax; 3, Upper Chap-
man railway—passed.

BILL—VERMIN BOARDS.
In Commitlee.

Resumed from the previous day.
Posiponed Clause 47 —Funds of bo’uds,
rates:



Verniin Buarde Bill :

Hon. F. COXNOR moved an amend-
1Hent—

That afier the word “holding,” iu
line 2 of the first provisu, the words
“ercept In the Kimberley Division, as
defined in Section 38 of the Land Act,
1598, and suck rate made and levied
by « board constituted wunder this Act
shall not exceed sizpence for every ome
hundred acres ©f a holding within any
district sttuated in the said Kimberley
Division” be added.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: The
provisions of the Bill as printed would
enable the board to cope with the rabbits
in all parts of the counfry, and it was to
be hoped the Committee would not pass
the propused subelause. It had been ar-
gued that the maximum rate should not
be two shillings a hundred acres, as many
of the holders of land in the Kimberleys
had obtained their areas at five shillings
per thousand aeres. Tt might be that on
the other hand thev had obtained their
land at teo-low a price.  The amend-
ment was t0o sweeping, for it took in the
whaole of the Kimberley Diviston and ew-
braced not only East and West Kimber-
lexy hur also the eountry (o the south. not
generally known as being in the Kimber-
levs. Only a few weeks ago urgent wires
came to the Government as to the inva-
sion of rabbits about Condon and even
further north towards Broome. If there
was a time when mouey was required to
be spent to eope with this trouble it was
in the beginning. There could not he a
differentiation in the rates in the various
distriets. It was not proposed to de-
clare any portion of East Kimberlev a
vermin board, at all events at present.
Sixpence per hundred acres would not be
sufficient to enable the board to earry out
the requirements of the measure. Fur-
ther it was provided that the Govermuent
might loan to the boards eertain money
for rabbit-proof fencing, eteetera, and
if the board had not suffieient rating
power the Government would not be war-
ranted in loaning the amount. As with
municipal councils or roads boards leans
they must he a charge on the rates of
the distriet. The rate of sixpence would
he =0 low that the Government could not
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wive a loan, as It would toke ihat =uw
for the administration and other neces-
sary expenses without leaving a argin
tor the repayment of the loan. The Com-
mittee had decided that two shillings was
a fair and equitable rate and there was
now aothing to show that it would take
less to keep rabbits out of the Kimberleys.
than out of the Gascovne or Carnarvon or-
ofher Novthern districts. e would again
remind mewbers that the two shillings.
was only the maximum rate. The boards
were elected by those who paid the rates
and it was in their hands to fix the charge,
whether it he a penny. a shilling, or two.
shillings, 1t it were found that the rate-
was loo higlt and abuses sprang up Par-
liament would surely repeal the measure.

Hon, J. 1", Haeketi ; Kimberley would
prohably be divided into two or three dis--
tricts.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: More
than that, for the distriets would gener-
ally follow the boundaries of the roads
boards and there were some seven or
eight boards in the Kimberleys.

Hon, R, F. SHOLL: When 1the Col-
onial Secretary said that a sixpenny rate
woulid he insulficienl. he hardly realised
the envrvinous arvear in the Kinberleys.
However he had no very strong feeling
in regard to this matter. He was inelined
to agree with Mr. MeLarty that he would'
vather take his chance with the rabbits:
than pay a very high tax. Tr would be-
absolutely impossible when once the rah-
hits got into the Kimberlevs—and they
would get (here in time—to get thewm out
again. The only thing to cope with them
would be floods. At certain times of the
vear the Fitzroy was in floed for 20 miles
and was nothing but an inland sea. Fancy-
trying to fenee out rabbits in conditions:
of that kind! Tt was a pity Ministers
did net travel once a vear through the
Northern distriets, for then they wauld
realise the actual position of affairs there.
Dinring the wet season the whole country-
gide was transformed into a lake, Under
a Gd. rate it would be found the board
would have far more funds than they
would know what to do with. The Bill
wag ill-conceived and the Government
ought next vear to bring down o fresh
Bill and submit it to a joinl conmittee-
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of both Houses, with a view to getting o
workable weasure.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER: The
objeci of roising 1he fund could not be
for feneing out rabbits in that part of the
eountry, for such o project | was abso-
Intely impossible. [0 would enst a il
lion of maoney. The Colonial Seerelary
bad urged az a reason why this amend-
ment should not be agreed te that the
holders of leases in the North probabiy
had their land too cheaply. If the land
were ton cheaply lteld the proper thing
to do was to increase the rental and not
to visit the people up ihere with a lax
of this sort. It was clear that the Bill
onght to divide the Scate iilo several
districts, lle would support the amend-
ment,

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. J. AL DREW moved an amend-
ment—

That the following words be added
al the end of the first provise: “Nor
on any holding which is already in the
apinion of the Minister enclosed with
a proper vermin-preef fence erected
at the ecost of the owner or Rkis pre-
decessor in title”

The COLONTAI, SECRETARY: It
was fo be hoped the Committee would
not aceept the amendment. At lirst
sight it mighl appear well to have a
provision of this kind in the Bill; but
it was to be remembered thal even in
the case of a holding enclosed by a pri-
vate rabhit-proof fence, that holding
wonld have to be duly inspeeted and
supervised by the board or its represen-
tatives, To gee that any rabbits or
other vermin on the holding were duly
exterminated and kept down the pro-
perty would have tu be inspected just
the same as the rest of the disirict.
Again, the board might dectde 1o erect
some miles of rabbit-proof fence i uvr-
der to protect the whole of the distriet.
In this event and under the proposed
amendment, if a nwnber of rhese pri-
vate holders had fenced in their hold-
ings (here would he an insufficient am-
ount left to be eollected in rales. Again,
if a leoan were required of the Govern-
ment the vating on the portinn of the
distriet left unfenced by privaie holders

[COUNGIL.]
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would be so small that the Governinent
might possibly not feel justified in ad-
vancing the loan. having doubts as to
whether ihe laxes to be collected would
he sulficient to pay interest and sinking
fund. In all probability there would be
but few holdings privately fenced. und
in any case it was only reasonable that
all in the district should be iwade to
bear n fair sharve of the rate struck.
Hon. J. M. DREW: 1%ie Colonial See-

- . .
refary had heen somewhat ineonsistent.

In the first place the Minister had re-
ferved to the possibility of a large num-
ber of the land holders fenciug in their
rnns and so leaving but a very small
proportion of the distriet rateable under
the Bill; and in the next breath he had
declared thar there would be but very few
runs privately fenced. Surely evervbody
wauld agree that the man whe fenced
his holding with a rabbit-proof fence
onght nol to be subject to the tax: be-
conge even though there were vermin
on his holding it would nol he possible
for them to get out.

Hon. J. W. Hackett : How many of
these holdings are fenced?

Hon. J. M. DREW: 8o far as he
knew there was but one. The holder of
that had speut hundreds of pounds up-
on it, probably thousands.

Hon, TW. Patrick: He
£2,000 or £3.000.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL: 1If there were no
arguments to be advanced against the
amendment other than those brought
farward by the Colonial Seeretary the
ameundment ought certainly to be agreed
to. The Colonial Secretary had said that
even where runs were fenced the buard’s
officials would have to inspeet them and
exercise supervision tu see that the hol- -
der was not breeding vermin within the
fence. Was it likely that any man who
weni to the expense of putting up a rab-
hit proaf fence in order to preserve his
indnstry would allow vermin io breed in-
side that fence?  The vermin hoard
would prebably try to bwild something
in the nature of a ring fence around
the whale distriet: but the prudent man
would provide a second securily for his
holding by erecting his 'private fence
and so keep out any rabbits that might

has spent
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get through the greater fence. Sueh a
man was deserving of some considera-
tion and ought not to be called upon to
pay a tax. After all, it was o be re-
membered that in the case of the lease-
holder the land was iiot his own; it be-
longed te the Government.

The Colonial Secretary : If the Gov-
ernment resume it he will he paid for
the fence.

Hon. K. F. SHOLL: That was all very
well, bul it was te be rememhered that
fhe man wag pratecting the land for the
Government against the 1ime 1hey might
require to resume it. [f he did not so
proteet it—if he were to allow the vab-
bits to get in, what would be thie use of
the land to the State? This was a
national question and not a question re-
garding the individual.

Hon. R, W. PENNEFATHER: There
were several rans in the Carnarvon dis-
triet completely rabbit-proof fenced; and
the holders of these runs were already
complaining that it would be unfair to
visit them with the same amount of rates
that holders of unfenced property would
be called upan to pav.

The Colonial Secrelary: Tow
runs are fenced in that distriet?

Hon. R, F. 8holl: Why have you nnt
that information?

Hon, R. W. PEXNEFATHER: It
would be interesting if the Calonial Seecre-
tary eould give them some information re-
garding the Queensiand conditions. There
it had been found quite necessary for the
holders of land to ring-fence their hold-
ings within the long fences erected bv the
vermin boards. Certainly the people who
spent their money in that direction should
be encouraged.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: Al
though he had particulars of the workings
of similar Aets in the other Siates he
eould find nu mention of the exemprion
sought fo be inivoduced into the iil.
He was not aware that there was in the
Carnarvon distriet any runs surroundged
by a rubhbit-proof fence.  There should
be a general rate and evervone ought o
eontribute to it to proteet the distriet,
ofherwi=e there would be certaint holdings
fenced and the rest of the distriet woull
be ahandoned to the rabbits. If a man

Ay
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who had eneclosed his holding with a
rabbit-proof fence did euntribute to Lhe
general rate he received a benefit from it
because the rabbits were kept back frowm
his holding. While there were rabbits
outside the fence there was always the
danger of them getting through the fence
and into any particular holding.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL: The man who
improved his propecty should receive
some consideration. That was a recog-
nised prineiple, These large areas were

not geing to be enclozed £ a few pounds;

it would take thousands. Owners who
enclused their rums were protecting the
publie estate, in their own interests it was
true for the time being, but there might
come a time when their runs would be
taken from theni.

Hon, T. H., WILDING: It would be
a pity to interfere ton much with the Bill
As far as the agricultural distriets were-
concerned this Bill would apply all right.
He had been told by the secretary to the
Pastoralists’ Association that at the meet-
ing which was leld the feeling was that
they should aecept the Bill as prinfed,
and as time went on, if it was found not
suitable it could be amended.

Hon. G THROSSELL: The Minister
might accept the amendwent which
seemed a reasonable one. The Bill com-
pelled every wan to fence bhiz ruu, and
if a man had feneed hiz run he should
nol have teo pay lwiece.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
What the hon. member inferred was not
the case. A man was not compelled to
fence his run, bui was asked fo contribute
to a rate to desiroy the pest. If there
were a nnmber of holdings throughout a
disirict containing the best land, and
these holdings were Fenced, then very litile
1ates would be received from the poorer
land. The Government were nof liable
to pay for rabbit-proof feneing on re-
suming a run: therefore it was not likely
If the
fences were erected round the gnod land
the rate derived from the poorer land
would not be suffictent and the Govern-
ment would nar be warranted in lending
money to protect the district from the
pesl. What did it avail a man if he liad
his holding fenced in if the rabhits were
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not prevented from going to the districl.
Because in time the rabbits wounld get
into the run, for the fenee wonld not hold
‘good always.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:— '

Ayes 12
Noes 7
Majority for b
AYES.
‘Han. J. T. Glowrey Hon. G. Randell
Hon. J. W. Hackett Hon, R. F. Sholl
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. &. Stubbs
Hon, W, Qats Hon. G. Throssell
Hon. B. C. O'Brien Hon. J. M. Drew
Hen, W, Patrick {Teller).
‘Hon. R. W. Pennefather
NoEs. :
Hou. E. M. Clarke Hon. M. L. Mass
Hon. J. D. Connolly Hon. T, H. Wilding
‘Hon. J. W. Langsford |Han. A. G. Jenkins
Heon. R. Laurle (Teller).

Amendment thos passed; ihe clanse as
:amended agreed to,

The CHAIRMAN : It was not possible
at this stage for the member to move
the new clause of which notice had been
given. The hon. member would have to
move to recommit the Bill at-the Report
stage, for the Standing Orders clearly laid
-down at what stage new clanses could be
‘moved.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved— .
Thal the Bill be retwrned lo the

Legislative -Lssembly requesting them to
male the amendments agreed to in
Commitiee, and that the Commilice have
power to sit again on receipt of a mes-
suge from the Legislative dssembiy.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: The
amendment which had been carried altered
the voting provisions of the Bill,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, memhber
«eould nol discuss that point at this siage.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: The de-

-sire was to call the Colonial Secretary's’

-attention to it,
Motion put and passed; the Bill ve-
ported with amendments.

Kecommittal.
On maotion hy Hon, B, . O’Brien Biil
yecommitied for amendment.

[COUNCIL.)

in Commitiee.

New Clauser

Hon, B. (. O'BRIEN, for Houn. J. M.
Drew, moved that the following he
added. to stand as Clanse 68:—

This .let shall remain  and be in
force up to the Ist December, 1910,
The measure was somewhat new as far
as this State was concerned, and also
experimental, [t shonld be mandatory
on the part of the Government to sub-
mit the Bill again t0 Parliament for
approval or ofbherwise in the time that
the hen. member had stipulated in the

new clause.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY hoped
the Committee would not agree to the
new clanse. There was a certain ob-
jeetion to having such a clause inserted
in the Bill. There was no necessity for
it, because the legislation was neither
unew nor experimental. It was only in
experimental legislation that such a
clause would be at all necessary., Al-
though the measure was new as far as
this State was eoncerned, it was ¢uite
an old enaetment In the other States.
There was another and more serious
objection. The Bill provided that the
hoard might enter into certain work, but
what eould they do if they knew that
they had only two vears’ rates to rely
upon?  Would anyone lend them any
money on such eonditions?  Would the
Government o s0 knowing that they
would only have two years’ rates as secu-
rity forr the money lent? It would ntake
the Aet quite unworkable if the new
clanse were passed. The boards would
have to horrow fremm the Government,
and the Clovernment would have to be
satisHed that fthere were sufficient rates
to be levied for the repayment of the
lnan.

Hon. 7. W. Hackett : They ecannot
spread the rate over a nwmber of vears,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;
they wonld have only the two vears in
which to colleei the rates, and these
would amount fo a sum lower than that
which they conld bhorrow.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL: If the amend-
ment were agreed o difficulties would
he vaised in canneetion with the finan-
cial portion of the Act. He disagreed
with the Colenial Secretary, who said
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that ihis was not experimental legisla-
tion. Lt was experimental legislation of
the waorsy deseription. It was an ill-
conceived Bill, whieh should have ve-
ceived a good deal more consideration.
He sympathised with the mover of the

amendinent. He saw, however, that the
Government should bring in a fresh

Bill in two years’ time, That was the
object of M. Drew when he framed his
amendment. He <aw, however, {hat the
clavse wanld interfere with the working
of the Bill if it were only permitted to
Jast for the two vesrs. He hoped the
Government, next session, would hring
in an amendment to the Bill not deal-
ing with the finaneial question, but one
which would make the measure gunitable
to all portions of this State.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER: The
amendment should not he supported for
the reason that if it were allowed to be
put in the Bill it would practically para-
lyse the financial operations ‘of the
board.

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN: On behalf of
Mr. Drew he must press the amend-
ment.

New clause put and negatived: the Bill
reported withont further amendment.

BILL—FINES AND PENALTIES
APPROPRIATION.
Received from the Assembly and read
a first time.

BILL—WINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT
SALE ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

Debaie resumed from ihe
-day.

Hon. 1. W, KIRWAN (South}: As
far as the first portion of the Bill is
coneerned, that is the portion relating
to the jurisdiction of licensing benches,
I know that on the goldfields, at any
rate, the provisions cuntained in the
Bill, have been praciieally in operation
for a very long time. The licensing
benches in {he principal zoldfields een-
tres have recognised that a suffictent
number of licences have heen granted,

previous
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and ail applications for new licences
have been refused. However, that may
not apply, and no doubt does not apply
venerally  throughout ithe State, and
there may be portions of the State whetre
it may be necessary to limit the number
uf licences (hat are granted by licens-
ing benches, But ii seems to me that
the Government might achieve this oh-
Ject in a somewhat different way, I
think that if they adopted the syvstem
that exisis in England, where licensing
benches are more of a AMinisterial char-
acter, where they recommend only, that
would he more satisfactory. Tf the
powers of lrensing bencher were limited
te recommendations to the Minister, who
is administering the Aet, I think in that
way there would he better resnlls uol-
tained. Lf the lieensing henches were
te recommend in the same way as
a warden does at present, then the de-
cision of the licensing benches could be
checkerl by tlie Minister or the Goveru-
ment. The Minister would assist towards
making certain that ne applieations were
granted unless they were necessary,
In  addition to the jJudgmeny of
the wen who composed the licensing
beneh, there would also be the judgment
of the Minister or the Government. The
Minister in that way would be a kind
of eourt of review of the decisions of
the licensing hench, and the object that
is sought to be attained, in the first
portion of the Bill, to my mind would
be better achieved were some clause of
that kind introduced instead of the
clavse we have here. The Bill, T think,
really ought to have heen divided inte
two, because the first portion of ihe
Bill is evidently intended ta he merely
of a temporary eharacter. Tt is gener-
ally understood that the Government in-
tend to introduce a comprehensive meas-
ure dealing with the licensing laws gen-
erally later on, and if the Bill had heen
divided into two parts we eould atineh
to the end of the first portion a clanse
limiting the operations of the Ae¢i 10
a ecertain period. If that were {n be
done in the measnre, and if it were o
remain i foree omly until =ay the Ist
December, 1909, there would he the dan-
ger of the clanse relaling to Australinn
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wine licences becoming inoperative at
the end of that time, and that another
Act might not have heen passed in the
meantime. We all know that the inten-
tions of the Government are not always
fulfilled, and there are many causes thai
may arise to prevent the Government
fulfilling their intentions in the matter
of bringing forward the comprehensive
Bill, which is necessary. Therefore, I
say that it is rather a pity that there is
not some means by which we ean limit
the operations, at any rate, of the first
portion of this measure. It would, as I
say, he undesirable to limit the opera-
tions of the whole measure, because of
the second poriion, the portion relat-
ing to  Australian  wine licences. It
would be a pity if this portion of the Bill
becane inoperative. I have no other ob-
gservations to offer except to point out
that there is a danger in connestion with
limiting the granting of licences, By
limiting the granting of licences we in-
erease the value of the licences at pre-
sent held, and in that way tend to cre-
ate fo a small degree a monopoly on the
part. of the present holders of licences,
and I sincerelv trust the Government
will bring in the measure that was evi-
dently in contemplation when the first
portion of this Bill was framed. I trust
it will not be long before that compre-
Lensive measure will be bronght before
Parliament.

Hon. G. THROSSELL (East): I wel-
c¢eme the Bill and congratulate the Gov-
ernment on bringing it in. My only re-
gret is that it was nol passed last session.
I have no desire fo relleet on any licens-
ing benches, hut I say emphatically that
many mistakes have been made in foreing
horels on localities where thevy are not
required. Those who know the country.
knene that we arve living in days of specu-
lation. No sooner does the development
in an agricultural distriet appear to jus-
tify the erection of an hotel, than the
licensing beneh is inundated with appli-
eations for licences, Then as soon as a
licence i secured. it hecowmes a market-
able asset. and hotels are provided with-
oni any expenditure on (he part of the
holder of the provisional certificate.  In

[COUNCIL.]
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many instances I am sorrv to say farm-
ing conmnunities have hecome demoral-
1ised in this way., 1 do nol denounce
liotels proper, but 1 say that if we grant
hotels away in localities where there is no
supervision, they should be in the hands
of the Govermment so as to protect the
people from abuses that are sure to arise
10, 15, ov 20 miles away from police
supervision. [ speak on aetual facts.
What 1 partieularly denounece is the spee-
ulaiion in provisienal certifieates, and the
Government arve to he commended for
bringing in this Bill (o last until sueh
time as we have the complete Bill to give
the people greater contrel in regard to
these licences. 1 look forward to the
time when we shall have local option
puve and simple, Though T recogmise it
is a two-edged sword and will eut both
ways, still we must abide by the will of
the people. Surely it should he within
the power of the people tu say whether
they will have this or that hotel. T know
instances where there have been petitions
presented against a licence bemng granted
and the -police have protested and even
the resident magistrate has protested, and
vet licences have been granted in locali-
ties where the people, if thev had had
their way, would noi have allowed any
licence to exist. We musi have houses
of accommnodation. Let us take care that

_they are houses of aceommodation and

We talk of the
regard

we take away

noat  drinking  shops.
facilibes we have given in
to savings banks, but
with  the one hand what good we
de with the other. We give the gangs
of men working in these ¢ountry districts
very easy means of disposing of their
money. If hotel licences are to be
wranted outside police supervision, they
shoutd he granted onily in such a way that
the State ean cuontrol them. We have
already an instance in this State where
an hotel is under the national eontrol, and
the profits go (6 the Treasury. At any
rate it iz not a matter of profit; it is &
maiter of acecommodation to the people,
and it iz a matter of preventing abuses
that are =ure to arigé in distriets removed
from pelice zupervision. 1 am, however,
a strene supporier of this Bill until we
wet the more perfect one.
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Hon, 4. RANDELL (Metropolitan}: L
weicome the Bill. T know that Clanse 2
is objectionable to several members, but
T helieve that throughout the country to a
larze extent it will be aceepted as an
effort in the right direction, Witk re-
gard to rthe licensing of new public
houses [ am not prepared to say there is
a hatel wherever one is necessary, but I
think one would not be very far wrong
in saying so, and we know that in some
places there is s vast number of hotels
mure than necessary for the aceommoda-
tion ol the general public. I am pleased
to knew the prineiple of loeal option is
waining ground considerably, and though
1 do not think with some belonging to
the temperance body that it will work
oul as well as they antieipate, yet I think
is is a principle that is acknowledged all
over Australia and largely in Ameriea
and n  New Zealand, and that it is a
right prineiple. It is the province of the
people whe live in a certain distriet to
say whether they will have a hote] in
their midst or noi, or whether they will
reduce the number of licences in a given
district. The matter of eompensation at
present does not enter into the question,
I think that it is a matter for future con-
sideration. With regard to the monopoly
that may he created, T think there is a
sufficient number of houses of entertain-
ment, hotels and publicans’ general licen-
ces scattered ahout the distriets to pre-
vent anything like an undue monopoly.
I do not anticipate there will be any at-
tempt made to take advantage of the limi-
tation in Clause 2 by these who are al-
ready engaged in this business, and [
eertainly think the clause is an effort in
the right direclion by the Government of
the day. Some say the Government
should have nothing to do with moral
questions. but 1 think they should take
the best interests of the community into
serious cvonsideration on all occasions, and
be gmided by commmon sense and by ecir-
ceumstances which are continually passing
ronnd us {o proteci, as far as they pos-
sibly can, the public from a danger which
every man nust admit i¥ a very sertous
one, one of the most serinus that ean en-
eage the attention of statesmen and of
peaple of more or less standing in a pro-
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minent position towards the general pub-
lie.  The principle of endeavouring to
decrease the enormous amount of money
spent on intoxieating liquor is spreading
rapidly. The sentiment of total abstin-
ence is gaining ground and it is only a
question of time in Australia when we
shalt be forced, owing to the eciveum-
stances which arise from time to time, to
take into serious consideration the miti-
aation 10 a large extent, if not the entire
removal., of (he evil. 1 do not know
which is the worst evil, gambling, betting
vr drinking: alf itiree are bad o have in
a community, They divert the inoney
which should be spent nore profitably to
the community at large in legitimate
chiannels, and T hold that legislation
could dn a greaf deal tu prevenl this. It
is and has been repeatedly said, that we
cannot make people sober by Act of
Parliament; but if we apply that prin-
ciple to  felonies and dishonesty, we
would be at once eonfronted with a de-
nunciation an the part of all good eiti-
zens: because if we sayv we cannot make
people honest by Act of Parliament. at
any rate we try to prevent them from
heing dishonest by punishing them for
offences. We can apply the same prin-
ciple (0 the drinking hahit. Penple say
a man should spend his money as he likes,
but we do not apply that principle to all
acts of life. We do net let 2 wan burn
down his house. because in doing so he
may be jeopardising the property of
snmeone else: and so we might carry on
the avgument. 1 helieve much good can
he done hy caveful and well-conceived
fegislation. 1 take it this Bill will meet
with the approval of a larve number of
our best citizens, not only ameng the
elergymen, hut among publie men. men
of the world as we may call them who
see the evils in onr nidst doinz such
dawage in the desiruction of our voung

men. Tn this State I have seen many of
our youny fellows. intellivent. earnest

yvoung men. brought up respectably aml
giving promise of a good life of future
usefulness. utterly wreeked through the
habits of intoxication. Of course we can-
not go into reasons why this has vccurred.
hut there it iz. We know the insidious
nature of taking injoxieating ligquor,  If
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a man {akes it for a little time, the habit
grows onn hin, and completely takes away
lis seit-coniral: and so he goes on, though
warned, though knowing in  his  sober
moments that the end of it must be a total
loss of eharacter. and position and prob-
ably every means of making a livelihood.
As members know, these things are going
on around us every week—1I think we may
say every day—and 1 am sorry to see that
our papers are filled from iime (o time
with terrible things that take plaee in
other countries. I do not know what I
would do if T were a proprietor of a
newspaper ; I suppose I would fry to
make it pay: but T am sorry to see these
things inserted in our respectable daily
papers. Many of these tervible crimes
brought about through drviuk are put in
the papers, and come into the hands of
voung people on whom they have an in-
jurious effect. T remember reading in
one respectable newspaper—I suppose it
was the leading newspaper of the State—
of a case of a little fellow who conmiitted
swicide. That was followed soon after-
warids by another suicide.  The papers
should exercise more diseretion and not
pander to the morbid tastes of those who
read these thrilling narratives. It would
be quite sufficient if they were to ehroniele
what takes place in onr own State with
regard to matlers of that kind. It is
neither my business nor my duty to say
how the newspapers should be econducted,
or how the reading matter should be ob-
tained and presented to the publie; but
one cannot refrain from regretting that
expensive telezrams are received from all
over the worlil ehronicling these horrible
details, whereas gond things seareely ever
get into the papers. 1 suppose it is to
meet a iasle that has gzrown up in the
public life. fostered as it has been by the
padlering of the newspapers—I do not
like using fthat rather offensive word—
to the morhid and diseased imagination
of ihe people. I do nat think mueh of
the monopoly referved to by Mr. Kirwan,
nor do 1 think mueh of the arzuments
used by Mr. Moss with regard to the
elause heing a reflection on the licensing
benches of the State. [ was a member of
licensing benches for vears and T know T

should have been only oo pleased to have
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had a section of this deseription in the
Aet at that time. At the meetings of the
licensing henches now we see numbers of
gentlemen of the long robe gathered to-
gether, with evidenee brought by the
different sides, and we know that a good
deal of that evidence is not exactly correct,
to say the least of it; and I daresay the
beneh are often hard put to know which
story lo aceept. They should be guided
by their own common sense, but there
has been a tendeney on the part of meni-
bers of the bhenches to be too eusy in
granting these licences. It was I who in-.
troduced the seetion in the Licensing Act
some years ago with regard to provisional
certificates. It was taken from the-
Queensland legislation, and T introduced
the seetion heeause I theught it would re-
lieve the henches from trouble and diffi-
culty. When a person applied for a
licence and showed he bad spent a con-
siderable sum of woney say in the
erveetion of an hotel, it was not likely that
the benches could refrain from paying
attention to the fact that this money had
been spent. The result was that on many
occasions licences were granted against the
better judgment of the magistrates, The-
idea [ had was that the henches should
be at liberty, in considering the question
of a provisional certificate, to diseard that
element of expenditure and not be com-
pelled to consider the fact that large sums.
of money had already been spent. How-
ever the clause has not worked as well as
I anticipated it would. We see great
efforts being put forward by persons to
obtain licences. They employ the best
eounsel they can get, who put the cases
before the bench and urge them with all
the skill and ability they possess. T wel-
come the introduction of this measnre
and 1 trust the House will give it eareful
consideration. I hope members will dis-
miss from their minds the idea thaf the
clanse is a reflection on the gentlemen
who eonstitute the henches, but wili rather
think it will be helpful to them and re-
lieve them from a difftealt position. If
the Bill is passed we shall be more in
aceord with a growing public opinion
which T am glad to say is becoming more
and - more apparent every year. It
is not so apparent perhaps in this.
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State as in ether Siaies, and certainly not
so much s0 as in New Zealand. The
Dominion even is behind Ameriea in this
respect. for in the latter country there are
now 30 of what are termed “diry” States.
Notwithstanding what we see in  the
papers at times the institution of pro-
bibition has been o remarkable suceess,
for it has reduced the numnber of police
emnctahles necessary in the States. rve-
duced the vwmber of eonvietions enor-
wously. and eonzequently has reduced the
expenditure in connection with prosecu-
tivns of all kinds. This. Bill has gone
through another place where the demo-
eratic element is suppoesed to be larger
than it is here. I hope it will not be
thought by members that the measure is
an aitack on property. As an owner of
property I have always been a very great
stickler for its rights and T would resist
any unwarrantable or unreasonable spoli-
ation of property; bul this is nothing of

the kind and I give this clause my hearty .

support.  With regard to the other
clauses in the measure dealing with wine
licences, 1 have not guite made up my
mind yet whether they are altegether eon-
stitutional. That point. however, T will
leave to others more able than myvelf to
determine. When T zay that the clauses
are not quite constitutional I wean that
it is not certain that it is lezal for a differ-
entiatiom to be made beiween the sale of
wine: produced in the various States.

Han., . W, LANGSFORD  (Metro-
politan-Suburban): This Bill seems o
have met with & more favowrahle recep-
tien in the House lhan it did on two
previmis neeasions.  When the Labour
Government were in office Mr. Drew in-
treduced a measure somewhat similar to
it. but it met with a very adverse re-
ception and was laid aside. Last vear a
Bill, also somewhat similar, was intro-
duced by the Colonial Seeretary and
arain it was laid aside.  On thig oc-
caston. however, there seems to be. from
what one ean judge from the remarks
of members. n desire to pass the zecond
reading. I hope the measure is but the
forerunner of a more comprehensive Bill
dealing with the liquor laws of this
State.  The question of a ronsolidating
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measure  has been hefore the country
and the people for many years, but we
Lave not vet received the Bill. What
is  desired under the cumprehensive
measure is not only to eonsolidate the
existing liquor laws but alsu to give the
people more extensive rights in dealing
with lieences.  These rights are now
heing demanded. Personally 1 do not at-
tach the ntmost importance to legislation
on the liguor question, for I have more
faith in a general education of the
penple, and especially of the rising gen-
eration, on this important matier. The
old point of view of looking at this tem-
perance and liquor gnestion was purely
a moral one, but now many men, es-
pecially in Ameriea, look upon that as
quite n seeondary point and eonsider the
liguor question strietly from an econu-
nical and business point of view. It is
being viewed from this aspeet bv the
people of Australia also, for business
men here who were not in the past able
to advoeate the temperance sentiment
from a moral point of view, are now
doing so from an economiecal and busi-
ness one. Their co-operation is wel-
comed. T see by the Bill that it is not
intended o grant wine licences outside
munteipal distriets or duly eonstituted
townsites, and I presume the veason for
this is that there shall be elficicnt poiice
supervision. The clause as to the quan-
tity of wine allowed to be sold at a
vinevard does not quite meet with my
approval and T feel with Me. Kingsmill
that it would be unwise 1o reduce the
amount from one gallon to a quart, The
incident the hon. member referred to is
fresh in our memory and I fear that if
the clause is passed other instances of
a like character might vesult. We want
to proteet ourselves against anyvlhing
of that kind.

Hon. B. C. O’BRIEN (Central): 1
desire to sav o few remarks on this Kill.
It appears to me that this is a measure
bronght down by the Government as a
preliminary 1o another Bill which they
intend to introduce at o fature date.
Until sueh time as this eomprehensive
measure comes before the House I will
nol make any remarks upon the general
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question. As to Clause 2 of this Bill,
speaking from seltish motives. I should
support it, but T do not think if iz ne-
ecessary. I agree wiih those members
who  have stated that the ¢lause will
interfere with the business of the able
men. men pominated by the Govern-
ment themselves. men trusted and of
good repute, namely the veeupants of
the varjous Heensing benches. The Gov-
ernment seem to anficipate that those
genilemen will do something which is not
right.  All new licences should be dealt
with on their meriis by those gentle-
men, and o iy mind this clause s alto-
wether unneeessary. If a glause of ihis
kind is to be inserted it should be made
to apply not only to the licences set out
therein bui alse te gallon, wine and beer
and other licences. A vemark has been
made that if that were done a greater
monopoly would be given to those now
in the business. That is being given by
the clanse as it stands, for it ereates a
monopoly for those people who at pre-
sent have licences. A pgreai deal las
been said as to the value of these mono-
polies, but 1 elaim it is nothing like
what is made out. There seems to be
no oceasion for the clanse. However, I
am not viewing this Bill in an bosiile
spirit but I intend to retain the right
to discuss the larger measme in full
when it comes before us.
Question put and passed.
Bil) read a second time.

In Commiltee,

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clise 2—New  licences
eranted:

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Fur reasons whivh
he had alveady given this elause should
be struek aut.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: To
strike out the elause would he to do away
with the neecessity for the Rill. It had
heen said that the clause wounld interfere
with the powers of magisirates; that was
not 0. The only object of the elause was
to repeal certain portions of the parent
Aet; that was in rezard to new licences of
a certain class. The Govermment were
pledeged o bring in a enmprehensive Li-
censing Bill at the earliest opportumty.

not to be
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That Bill would contain 2 measure of
lacal option.  Rearing that in mind 1t
would be well not to moke the existing
position any worse than it was; bhecause
to inerease the licences to-day would he
in all probability to increase the ecases
of eompensation to-moarrow., The clause
wonld leave the position practieally as it
wax to-day. It was only intended to be
temporary.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY
amendment—

That the words “club or gallon l-
cence” be inserted after the words
“wayside house licence” in line 3.

If the object of the clanse was to prohibit
any further licences heing issued it only
went half-way, No provision was made
for gallon licences or ¢lub licences.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Tt was to he hoped
the Committee would not listen to anv
proposal of the kind contained in Mr,
Glowrey’s amendment. At any time a
lavge frm of merchants from the Eastern
States might desite to start a business 1n
Wetern Australin. How could this he
done if il were found impossible to weant
them a gallon licence? It was clear that
the way should be left open to the licen-
sing hench to grant additional licences if
the necessity should arise. If the clause
were to he extended to club licences no
body of men would be enabled to start a
new club anywhere in Western Ausiralia.
Could any argument be adduced in sup-
port of lerislation of this elass9  Again,
apart from the club aspeet, if the pro-
mised comprehensive measure were not
brought down for, say, fwo or three vears
the effect of this elause would be ta sef
up a tremendous monopoly.

Hon. R. LAURIE: So far as he could
see 1here was no harm in the clanse at
all. Tt did not interfere with existing li-
cence=. LIt simply proposed to hang up
new licences until next vear. He eonld
not support the amendment to make the
clause extend to gallon lieences and to
c¢lub licences. Some proviso should be
put in  the Bill which wonld make it
clear when the comprehensive Licensing
Bill was to eome in. 1t should not he
feft tn the Government who for all any-
bady knew micht 20 out of office before

moved au
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an oppurtunity oecurred of bringing in
tie comprehensive Bill,

Hon. . SOMMERS: The clause com-
memded itsell to himas it stond. [t was
known that the Government intended io
bring down in the greater Licensing Bill
a measure of local option. This small
Bill would assist them  inazmuch
as il was important thai the eompensation
to be paid should be kept as low ag pos-
sible.

Hon. J. W. Hacketr: Tt will inerense
the existing monupoly.

Hon. C. SOMMERS : It enuld seareely
de that for it was only a temporary mea-
sure. The least compensation to be paid
the better for the country.

Hon. 8. J. HAYNES: The clause onght
to be adopted as it stood for the reason
that there was undoubtedly a demand for
new legislation in respeet fo the control
of the liquor traffic. The present Govern-
ment had promised.to bring in a measure
accordingly.  Until. that measure was
hrought down it wag highly desirable that
no further licences should be granted, In
all populous neighbourhoods there were
at the present time more licences than
were necessaty, while new centres were
provided for in the Bill. Therefore o in-
justice would he done. Tf, as time went
on, more licences were really renuired
hefore the eomprehensive Bill  was
brought down, the pressure of public
opinion would ¢empel any Goverhment to
bring in a proper Bill.  As Me. Sommer:
had pointed out, ihe clause hefore the
Committee would serve ta limit the com-
pensation that would have to he paid
under the promised Biill.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50
pm.)

The COLONIAL  SECRETARY :
There was no necessity for the addition
of the words. The object of the elause
was to provide a means whereby the num-
her of hotels would not he increased
until we had dealt wigh the Local Opticen
Bill. Under that Bill ecompensation would
probahly have to be paid to any hotels
that mighi be increased; therefore, it was
not desirable to increase the number, or
to alter the existing state of affairs. That
argunent did not apply to gallon licences
or club licences.
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Awmendment pui’ and negatived; tle
clause passed.

Clanses 3 to 6—agreed to.

Clause 7—Amendment of 45 Vietoria,
No. 14, Seetion 11:

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: This was
not a move in the proper direction. If

_this clause was carvied we should ba -:

applications by ordinary gallon licence
holders for a reduction of the quantity
ihey eould sell. The quantity of one gal-
lon was sufficiently low,

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The object of the
clause was (o enable a person who manu-
fartured at his own vinevard to sell one
repuled quart bottle of wine without ab-
laining a ficence. At present he could
not sell less than one gallon. This pro-
viston had been in the liquor law of South
Australia for many vears, and had been
of considerable assistance to the growers
of wine. Tt did not follow that if we
extended the privilepe to the growers
of grapes, it would cooverl the gallon
licence into a hottle licence.

Clause passed.

Clauses 8. ., 10—agreed lo.

New clause—PFackel licences:

Hon. M. 1. MOS8 moved as an amend-
nment that the following be inserted as »
new clause:—

1. Frery packel licence granted be-
fore or after the passing of this Adet
shall quthorise the master of the vessel
therein mentioned, being a ressel licen-
sed to carry passengers within the Slate
of Western Australia, to sell and dis-
pose of any liquor lo any passenger on
board nf such cessel while swch cessel
is on her passage. Provided thal the
provisinns of Section sixty-one of the
principal el shall not apply to a
packet licence. Provided also that no
licence shall be necessary to authorise
the granting of allowunces of Hquor 1o
the crew of any ressel. 2, Section six
of the principal Act is hereby repealed.

The ohject «tf the clause was to pat
hevond any doubt the proper construction
of what was the effect of a packet licence.
Tt was highly undesirable that the licen-
sing hench of Perth should construe the
Act to mean one thing and the hench at
Fremantle to construe it to mean another.
This clause would create uniformitv. He
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did not want to give power to sell liquor
on a boat af the wharf at Perth or Fre-
mantle. The prineipal Act authorised a
master of a vessel to sell to any passenger
while the vessel was on her passage.
Hon. R. LAURIE supported the am-
endment. It would be absolutely wrong

to prevent steamers running on the river.

from being able to sell to passengers,
while the steamers were away from the
wharf, such refreshments as might be
desired. Tt was said that these steamers
made a lot of money, but it was well-
known that one of the steamers was at
present in the hands of a company, not
a shilling having been made out of it.
The men-who invested their money in the
vessel did not make a shilling,  The
‘*Zephyr’ was brought to these shores
to fill a long felt want, The boat cost
between £11,300 and £12,000 and the
owners had no desire to sell liquor on
that steamer. The rvesult of that ves-
sel’s working during two vears had been
an absclute dead loss, and the ques-
tion was gravely considered some 12
months age as te whether it should not
be sold to some persons in New Zealand
who were after it. The same thing ap-
plied to the ‘Westralian,”’ a vessel that

at the present time could be bought very .

cheaply. That was the coudition of the
trade on the river at the present time.
Those steamers with a packet licence
must elose their bars while alongside the
wharf and even steamers running up
the coast bad to de this. On one oc-
easion a magistrate at Fremantle fined
the master of a vessel £30 for selling
liquor while his vessel was alongside
and vet a fortnight later that same
magistrate when seeing a friend off
kicked up a terrible row because he was
unable to get a drink on the vesse! which
was lying alongside the wharf. Tt had
cost one of these steamers trading on
the river £70 in the two years to earry
a police oflicer to see that ovrder was
maintained on the vessel, That showed
that the trade was being conduected in
a proper manner. We would be doing
an injustice to everyone concerned if we
did not allow these steamers to have a
packet licence. During the last two or
three vears the earnings of the steamers
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had fallen econsiderably. The principal
reason for that was the improvements
that had been made at Cottesloe Beach
to which resort thousands of people
journeved on holidays. The wages paid
on one of these river steamers amounted
in two years to £3,400. That seemed an
extraordinanly large sum hut it was a
fact. The result of the running «f that
vessel in that period was a loss of £32.
He hoped that the elanse would be
agreed to.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The police had
heen under the helief that hecause
people were hana fide passengers on the
steamers they could oblain lignor on
Sundayv.  Seection 61 of the prineipal
Act said:—

“No licensed person shall sell on
Sunday, Good Friday, or Chratmas
Day, and no person holding a pub-
lican’s general licence, a wine and
beer licence, shall suffer any liquor to
be eonsumed on his premises except
hy bhona lide travellers.’’

[t had always been assumed that passen-
wers on steamers were hona fide travel-
lers. and the sales had been condueted
opealy and right under the eyes of the
poliece.  An inspeetor of police at Fre-
mantle with whom he discussed the mat-
ter seemed astonished when he told that
afficer it was not lawful for these
steamers to do so. The object of the
amendment was twofold; firstly to se-
sare uniformity of licences granted in
Perth and Fremantle, and it would en-
able the holders of these packet licences
to do lawfully that whieh they had been
doing illegallv in the past.

Hon. J. W, LANGSFORD: There
should not he one law for Perth and an-
other for Fremantle, but as it would be
desirable to see the amendment on the
Notice Paper he suggested that progress
should he reported.

The CHATRMAN: I cannut accept
that from the hon, member.

Hon. J, W. LANGSFORD: TPerhaps
some olher hon, member would move it.

Hon. M, L. MOS8S: The amendment
had bheen submitted to the Government
who bad approved of it. The Parlia-
mentary Draftsman had drawn the elause
and the hon. member need have no fear
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of it licensing
faws.

Hen, G, RANDELL: The only objec-
tion he had to that was the possibility
-of drinking raking place on  Sunday.
That would not be a fair thing to the
licensed publicans on shore.

How, M. L. Moss: But they sell liguor
on Sunday.

Hun, . RANDELL: People he
thenght would wo purpusely to  these
steamers to obtain drink.  The safe-
guarding of the sale of liquor on board
was a good featuve of ihe arrangement.
A good deal of trouble occurved a few
years age in conneetion with these pae-
ket licences. He had passenger steam-
ers running on the river for some vears,
and on une of these vessels before he
pwrehased it, they had been in the habit
of selling liguor. As scon as he got
possession he stopped that, more forthe
sake of the men on board than anything
else.  The steamers in those days of
eonrze carried many people. If was be-
fore the railway to Fremantle was huili.

unhinging  the jresent

Hon, J. W, Langsford: What was the
fare?
Hon. . RAXDELL: Two shillings

and 1s. Gd.

Hon. M. L. Moss: You could purchase
‘more in those days for a shilling than
you can to-day.

Hon! G. RANDELL: He was not quite
80 sure ahout that. Flour in these days
cost up to 30s. a bag. Ta-day it eould
be obtained for abont £1. He had ne
-objection to the amendment but he sup-
posed there wanld he some oppartunity
of eorvecting undue licence.

Progress reported.

BILIL—NAXNNINE - MEEKATHARRA
RATLAVAY.
Second reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Counnolly) in moving the seeond
reading said: This is another railway
‘propusal. It is to eonstruet z line as
the title of the Bill will indieate from

the terminus of the Murehison railway,’

that is Nannine, to Meekatharra. The
Projeet is not altogether a new one. Tt
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has been discussed at variows times and
last vear it was brought prominently be-
fore one House of Parliament when a
resolution was earried to the effect that
in the opinion of that House it would
be in 1he best interests of the State and
especially the mining industry on the
Murchison and Peak Hill if the Govern-
ment would immediately eonstruet the
railway from Nannine to Meekatharra,
In Qectober of last vear afiter this reso-
lntion was carried, the State Mining En-
gineer made an inspection of this field
with the object of seeing whether it war-
ranted railway eommunication. He gave
a detailed veport of the various proper-
ties working on the field and formed the
conelusion that it would be absolutely
necessary if this field was to be devel-
oped it should have railway communiea-
tion. I will read extraets from his re-
porl later on to wive hon. members a
good idea of the possibilities of this
place from a mining  pomt of view,
That partieular report was laid on the
table last session and  therefore will
appear in the Votes and Proceedings
whieh hon, members can see if they care
to look them up. Alsa there was a Par-
liamentary party visited the field in Jone
last; there were 16 or 17 members. and
1 understand they formed a favourable
impression of (he possibilities  of  the
field, I helieve there were three or four
menihers of this House in the party, and
they, no doubt. ok particular notice of
the class of country, more partieularly
as 1o the possibility of the mines in the
district. For the past few years the at-
tention of prospectors has heen devoted
to Meekatharra, and the district has
developed very well indeed. Verv little
outside eapital has been spent there. and
the development of the field has fallen
almost solelv on the shoulders of the
pieneers am) prospeetors. * There are
several rich lines of reef at Mceekatharra,
particolarly that known as the Ingliston,
on which line there are two remarkably
rich mines, the Fenian and the Martecons,
N6 doubt members have heard of bath
of these mines. Very rich gold has heen
got in hoth of them, particularly in the
Fenian,
Hon, R. F. Sholl: At what depth?
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T am
not certain, but in regard to the details
as to the depth of the mines and the
size of the reefs, and all other informa-
tion, members will get full particulars
in the extraets 1 will read from the re-
port of the State Mining Engineer: and
if they want to go more fully into the
question they can see the full reports
in the Votes and Proceedings of last
year. Within the last six months a good
deal of prospecting for new reefs has
been going on in all dirveetions, and as a
result many important finds have taken
place. Amongst these may be mentioned
Gap Well, Garden Gnlly, and White
Horse. The railway will be a distribut-
ing centre fur a number of settlements
in the neighbourheod, including Chester-
field, Abbotis, Garden Gully, and other
centres whieh will be servea by this pro-
posed line. When we consider the finds
made at Meekatharra I do not think the
days of sensaltonal gold finds in West-
ern Australia ave passed. We have had
sensational fnds in this distriet . within
the lasi six months; indeed, there are
one or two within the last month or
two.  Within the last monih Cook and
party on the Black Jack lease uvbiained
1454 cunces ot gord from a leader they
have worked to a depth of L) feet. The
gold output of Meekatharra for 1907 was
21.000 ounces. and the vatput for the
first 10 months of 1908 has been 16,400
ounces, 50 that the total geld production
to the end of Oetober, 1908, has heen
78.000 ounces.  So members can see
whatever the future of the field may be,
it has produced so far a very consider-
able amounnt of gold indeed. During the
vear there have been 180 men working
on the leases, and 30 men on alluvial.
and there is not the least doubt the num-
ber of men working on the leages and the
number of leases worked will materially
inerease when the railway is built. Like
every other mining place. of course de-
velopment will be slow until the railway
reaches the centre, because the cost of
eariage naturaliy relards progress. An-
ofher serions drawback on the Murehi-

son. and particnlarly in this neighbour- -~

hoad, i1s the want of fuel and mining
timber, Members who know the Murchi-
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son wvoldfields know that in the past tim-

her has been particularly searce. It is
unlike the Eastern Goldfields hecause

they have not the big gum trees and
have to fall back solely on the mulga
trees for mining timbher and firewood.
There bas been a public hattery at Meek-
atltarra for a pumber of vears. and the
value of the output to date has been a
quarter of a million sterling. The Gov-
ernment have alvready speni a consider-
able sum, £10,000, in water conservation,.
and this expenditure has materially in-
ereased the output from the battery. 8o
also will the railway, I venture in say.
increase the output of gold. But the
greal drawback now is want of railway
communication. The need of o railway
is felt more in a field like {his that
has not a natural supply of timher. 1t
custs something like 37 per cent. on the
tolal cost of bringing timber from the
coast from Geraldion or Fremantle te
Meekatliarra, to eart it vver the short
distance from Nannine to Meekatharra.
T support of the line T would briefly
mention a part of the vepovt of My
Montgomery, the State Mining Engineer.
He says—

“The distriet is a rapidly growing
ane. and bids fair to open up several
fairly lavge mines. and ir is 10 the pros-
peciive traftic  that we should have
to look for profit.  Foreeasts of the
futare progress of the distriet are
necessarily speeulative and cannof be
reduced to demonstrable tigures; as a
maiter of opinion, however, il appears
to me that there are guod prospects of
tlre mines and popularion of Meeka-
tharra inereasing—if railway connee-
tion is granted—to such an extent as
to make the line a profitable one. The
main argnument fur the extension of
the railway rests upon the economies
that would result from it i the work-
ing of the mines, and the consequent
stimulus that would be given to (heir
development, especially to such 25 are
of low-grade. The district is remark-
able for the size and number of its lodes
and many of thesc bave been proved
to eontain large bodies of gold-hearing
ore too puor to be profitably worked
under present econditions. Many of
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these low-grade ore-budies are com-
psed of elayey soft material. il
cheap supplies of mining tiiber are a
necessity for their satfe working, They
are also very depetdent For success in
development on cheap fuel, i order
that the wechanical and metallurgical
handling of the Jarge gquantities of ore
thar must be (reated to make low-grade
stuff protitable ean be earried on at a
sufliclently low eost. The vieher mines
also are greally concerned in the ques-
tion of ebeap supplies of mining timber
and tuel. tfor thongh they may he able
to carey on work in spile of all dis-
abilities, it is at a heavy ¢ost for trang-

port of their supplies, greatly lessening

their profit=, and preventing them from
working their reserves of low-grade
ore.”’
Dealing turther with the supplies of
mining timber and ftuel, he says—
*‘Supplies of wmining timber and
tuel are by nu means good at Meeka-
tharra, and it is on their acéount more
than anvthing else that the railway is
required. The mulga serub in the
vieinity of the mines is somewhat
sparse and conlains but little zood
heavy firewood or sound timber fit for
underground support. Firewood carts
have to #o out seven or eight miles to
get wood worth eutting, and will snon
have to go mueh further. The nearest
considerable area of heavy mulga serub
is said tu be 13 or 20 miles oni from
Meekatharra, and this will soon have
to be resoried to. If the railway were
made, fivewood could be cheaply
brought in from the wood-line now
heing constructed North of Cue.’’
Summing np in regard to this railway,
ke vefers io the bhenefit that would result
by its construetion to the outlying dis-
tricts as follows:—

““The extension of the railway 1o
Meekatharra would be of guite ap-
preciable benetit to the Peak IIill and
Abhutts distriets, the rvad to which
from Nannine passes through Meeka-
tharra. as it would save them 24 miles
of rvad earriage. These distrietz are
very dull at present and making a hard
strugele for existence, and every im-
provement, however slisht, in their
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ratspert Facilities is of considerable
cousequenve, The Peak 11 Goldtield
up to the end of 1906 has erushed
ZHLG03 tous of wre and  preduced
206,308 tine ounces of zold.  Abbotis
centre is eredited (o the same date with
33,726 tons erushed for 33,886 line
ounees of wold.”’

Summing up his eonclusion of this very

exhaustive report the State Mining En-

vineer rentarks—

The Meekatharva field 1= rapidly
becoming more and more imporiant
and gzives everv promise of support-
ing a group of mines of very fair
maguifnde, Extension of the railway
to it would be o very great assistance
in rapidly bringing it into full predue-
tiveness and is almost an  absolute
necessity in order to provide the re-
quisite supplies of mining timber and
fuel. In my opinion the prospects of
this field justify the construetion of a
railway to it as soon as possible, and
there is cvery promise of its soon be-
eoming a profitable line. The e¢on-
struetion should not be costly, the
rounte uof the line being through Hat
easy country.’’

I think members will agree that this

report would warrant the (overnmeut

bringing in a Bill for the eonstructivn
of this railway. It iz the report from

the State Mining Engineer. This is a

mining line pure and simple. Though

there is a good deal of pastoral counivy
bevond Nannine, it is possible for the
holders uf that land to get along without

a ratlway. This Bill is purely to serve

the mining centre. The State Mining

Engineer says—

“In my opinion the prospeets of this
field justify the construetion of a rail-
way to it as soon as possible, and there
is every promise of its soon hecoming
a prolitable line.”’

I think that sums up the situation in a

sentence.

Hon, R. F. Sholl: Are you goinz to
build railwayvs on the opinion of one
man !

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do
not say we are building the railway on
the opinion of one man. In the case of
a miving railway I think we must attach
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a great deal of importance to the report
of the Siale Minig Engineer, und 1 say
unhesitatingly thar it is a convineing re-
port I have just read. The distriet that
will be served by thisz rvailway contains a
pupulation of semething like 1,300 people.
Meekatharra has an estimated population
of S, while there are 230 at the 8-Mile,
and the halance is spread over Garden
Gully, and other places, while the num-
bers are rapidly increasing. In Meeka-
tharra there are 40 head of stamps at
work, and there ave 10 head ready to start,
while there are a numher of mines
equipped with machinery other than the
stamps [ have mentioned. The gold
miningz area extends for a disfance of
somethine like 36 miles from the Gap,
nine niles from Nannine, {to  Abbotts,
which ix 46 miles from Nannine. 'In ad-
dition to the mines I have guoted, and as
is mentioned in the State Mining Engin-
eer’s veport, there are a great nuinber of
low-grade propositions in  the distriet
which arve not likely to pay and ave not
likely to he worked until they bhave the
railwav there =0 as to work them under
cheaper conditions. The line is to he
2414 miles long. The distance from Ger-
aidion to the eommencement of the line
at Nannine is 310 miles, and fromm Fre-
mantle 612 miles. The weight of the
rails will he the usual weight for light
railways, 4351bs.: the sleepers will be the
game; the gauge will be the standard
gauge of 3 feet 6 inches. The estimated
cost of construetion is £24,214, and the
estimated eost of vails and fastenings is
£18.283, or a total cost of £42500, an
average cost per mile of £1,752. The
interest on the capital cost of £32.000 at
4 per cent. would be £1,700 per yaar, ov
710 per mile.  The population in the
area is at present 1,300, The pastoral
Jand available within a 15 mile radius of
the line totals 179,000 acres: while the
pastoral leases tolal 282,000 acres: the
total area within the influence of the pro-
posed railway thus heing 461,000 acres.
The gold produced in the district fo he
served totals 73,500 ounces. Qther par-
tienlars are given as to the number of
gold inining leases in the district and the
ninber of homesteads. with tle total area
of the homesteads held. Briefly those are
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the particulars conneeted with this liue..
Like any other railway, move particularly
perhaps a mining railway, it i1s almest
impossible to put down in figures exactly
what the cost of working or the amount
of revenue will be. That may be taken
on trust to o great extent. It eannot be-
said with certainty before a rai'way is
built whether it will pay. Tt iz elearly-
shown here, however, what the chances.
are. We have a wining field which at
present. owing fn the want of fuel and:
wining timher. is working at a great dis--
advantage, hui this field gives promise-
that, under favaurahle conditions, it will
develop into one of our leading fields..
We have it from the State Mining Engin-
eer thal e Las made a close examination.
ot the field, and if memberz tury np his.
veport, they ean see his particular res-
marks on eaeh mine in the distriet. He-
zives his opinion that, after the e¢losest
examination, he considers il absolutely’
necessary for the line to be built to this.
centre. and that if it is built, it will be,
a payable line in a very short time. T
heg to mave—

That the Bill Le now read a second

time.

On motion by Hon. R. F. Sioll debate-
adjourned,

ADJOURNIMENT—CHRISTMAS'
HOLIDAYS.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY :»
I intend to move that the House at its:
rising adjonm to Tuesday, the 5th Jan-
uary. I think it wouid be better for mem--
bers not to be brought here for one day-
next week as we are not likely to get
throngh the business before Christinas..
I therefore beg to move—
That the House at its rising adjourn.
to Tuesday, the 3th January.
Question passed.

House adjourned at 8.20 p.m.



